[Clinical study of transcatheter arterial embolization for pulmonary arteriovenous fistula].
To evaluate the efficacy of transcatheter arterial embolization for pulmonary arteriovenous fistula (PAVF). Eight patients with 14 PAVFs were treated by TAE for feeding arteries. In 5 of 8 cases, detachable balloons were used, and, in 3 of 8 cases, metalic coils were used for embolization of the feeding arterial branch. Detachable balloons or a series of metalic coils were placed at the feeding artery proximal to the fistula. The diameter of detachable balloons was twice the diameter of the feeding arterial branch. The diameter of metalic coils was 1 mm larger than the diameter of the feeding artery. No complications were apparent in our cases. All PAVFs were completely occuluded by the embolization of a feeding branch. One month after the procedures, the arterial oxygen pressure increased to normal values in all cases and clinical symptoms disappeared. On postcontrast CT, the fistulas treated by the embolization of a feeding arterial branch were not enhanced. The embolization of a feeding branch provided a radical cure for PAVFs.